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TT-FSS IS BIG ON
FABRICATING – REALLY BIG
TT-FSS is in the process of completing fabrication and coating
on a project for one of our key customers. This project, which will
soon be ready for shipment, consists of approximately 500,000 lbs.
of fabricated steel pilings and mooring dolphins. Each pile section
is more than 100’ long and weighs approximately 80,000 lbs. The
jacket head section is 30’ x 30’ x 26’ and weighs 90,000 lbs.

Once installed, the mooring dolphins will be used for the berthing
of large sea vessels. The piles will be driven into the ocean floor,
and the head sections will be installed to connect each pile to one
large structure for mooring. The jacket sections have already been
shipped by barge from our deep-water port and the piles were
shipped as over dimensional loads directly to the site.

Success for Our Customers, Our Employees & Our Company
Success
for
Our
Customers,
& Our Company
2710
East
5th Avenue,
Tampa, FLOur
33605Employees
• 813-241-4261• www.tti-fss.com
12781 US Highway 41 South, Gibsonton, FL 33534 • 813-241-4261• www.tti-fss.com

Christmas Tidings
FROM THE CEO

After what seemed a very long
2020, 2021 has picked up speed
as we approach 2022! Our
structural fabrication business
has increased over the last half
of 2021, and we have gone from
shortened work weeks earlier
in the year to extended hours
and the hiring of many new
employees. We are continuing
our recruitment efforts, especially for experienced welders and
fitters to live and work in the Tampa area, so please let us know
if you are aware of any great candidates.

One such team member who has contributed greatly to the
development and success of Tampa Tank and Florida Structural
Steel over many years is Dale Ison. Today, Dale serves as our
Executive Vice President of Advanced Technical Services and
has been a long-time leader in our organization. Dale has also
been a leader on a national level and was recognized this year
as a recipient of the Special Achievement Award from the
American Institute of Steel Construction. Please see more
about this award, which was voted on by Dale’s peers across
the country, on page six of this newsletter. Congratulations to
Dale, who continues to play an important role in our business
while cutting back the time he is working, to what most people
would consider full time, so he can simultaneously enjoy some
new adventures. The quote that concludes this article below is
We have capacity available for construction and erection projects, dedicated to Dale with the appropriate addition of the words
both domestically and internationally as the pandemic has had a “and do it well” as it represents how Dale operates.
longer impact on site projects for us, especially in the Caribbean,
and Central and South America. We are looking forward to an This edition of our newsletter is generally considered our
increase in activity and more work for our team members in most popular due to the inclusion of the pictures of our team
these markets in the year ahead.
members who have worked with us for five or more years, and
I have enjoyed looking at their faces and the excellence they
We continue to add equipment and new capabilities to our represent as I wrote this article. Steve Firman continues to
Tampa facilities. We recently installed new mobile structures lead all employees with 59 years of experience, shows no sign of
at our Port facility and will have similar structures installed at slowing down, and is a valuable contributor to our estimating
our Adamo facility to increase our ability to fabricate very large team. In looking at our international team members I am
projects under cover and maintain environmental control for reminded that it has been especially challenging for travel for
blasting and coatings operations. We are underway with the almost two years, so I am looking forward to getting out to visit
new installation of automated high definition burning and more of them, our construction sites, and our customers next
machining equipment, cranes, and saws to allow us to improve year. We wish you and your family a very happy holiday season
our efficiency and better serve our customers.
and a safe and prosperous new year.
While these investments in equipment are important, the Corey Yraguen
skilled people who make up our Precision Build team are the CEO
real engine that keeps our train moving. Thanks to all our team
members for your combined efforts and expertise this year!

“Far and away the best prize that life offers is the chance to work
hard at work worth doing.” – Theodore Roosevelt
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CUSTOM FABRICATION IS JUST ONE OF OUR SPECIALTIES
TT-FSS recently completed fabrication,
testing, coatings, and shipment of
two shop-built tanks for a South
Florida customer. These tanks are
10’ in diameter and 32’ in height with
a platform and stair system. Both
the interior and exterior of the tanks
received a shop applied coating system
at our Adamo facility before shipment
to the site.

FABRICATING, COATING, AND DELIVERING PERFECTION
fabrication, progressive assembly was performed to ensure
accurate field erection. All material for this project received a
shop applied zinc primer before shipment.

TT-FSS recently completed fabrication, coatings, and delivery
of almost 2 million pounds of steel for a bridge project in the
Tampa area. The girders on this project are 110’ long, 10’ in
height and weigh approximately 80,000 lbs. per girder. After

FABRICATION AND INSTALLATION OF A 35’ DIAMETER
EL SEGUNDO DOUBLE BOTTOM IN FLORIDA
TT-FSS recently completed the installation of an El
Segundo Double bottom for a customer in North Florida.
Our experienced field crew removed the existing steam
coils, supported the center column, slotted the tank shell
4” above the original tank bottom, poured the interstitial
space with 4” of concrete and laid a new tank bottom per
the requirements of API 653.
The existing shell nozzles and manway were also modified
to meet the weld spacing requirements of the API 653 to
ensure safe operation of the tank for many years to come.
The TT-FSS crew did an excellent job completing the
project safely, ahead of schedule, and within budget.
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CONSTRUCTION OF A JET FUEL TANK
AT A FLORIDA AIRPORT TERMINAL
TT-FSS is fortunate to have several long-term customers
that continue to choose our team as their GO TO
fabricator. TT-FSS was contracted to fabricate, supply,
and install a 27’ diameter, 24’ high tank that will store jet
fuel at an international airport in Florida. The work was
diligently performed by the TT-FSS crew considering
that the location remained busy, with a continuous
stream of jet fuel refuelers. The professionalism of the
TT-FSS crew demonstrates our ability to work safely
and responsibly in a location that is busy with airport
activities 24-hours a day.
Even in a complex worksite environment, TT-FSS is
able to complete work on schedule, within budget and
with zero health, safety or environmental incidents.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
TT-BHICAM MAKES MODIFICATIONS TO
ACTIVE PIPELINES AT A BAHAMAS STORAGE
TERMINAL

The TT-BHICAM experienced pipe crew worked on
a scope to determine the best method to fabricate pipe
spools, as well as the changing and rerouting of existing
operational pipelines.
This complex project, located in sensitive operational
areas, was completed by our crew without any health,
safety or environmental incidents.

A frequent customer in the Bahamas awarded TTBHICAM a job in that included modifications on active 20”
and 14” pipelines critical to their operation, and therefore
requiring a quick turnaround time to avoid disruptions in
oil transfers. All the work had to be coordinated around
short windows of operation to minimize the customer’s
downtime.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS
ST. VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES PROJECT
MANAGED BY PRECISION BUILD SOLUTIONS
SVG, INC.

TT-FSS was recently awarded a project on the island of St.
Vincent. The work consists of the demolition of an out of
service tank and the construction of a new 40’ diameter,
48’ high tank with inlet and outlet pipelines. The expert
TT-FSS crew also made changes to a firewater tank and
replaced existing carbon steel supply pipelines.
The scope of work included the installation of an
HDPE pipeline. TT-FSS staff has been certified to be
able to install this type of piping systems, showing the
versatility of TT-FSS to undertake multiple types of
complex projects.
This project was managed by Precision Build Solutions
SVG Inc., a TT-FSS subsidiary based in St. Vincent and
the Grenadines. We are confident that this strengthened
presence in the Caribbean market will open the doors to
more projects in the future.

PIPELINE REPLACEMENT IN CAYMAN ISLANDS

TT-FSS successfully concluded the replacement of a
terminal receiving line in the Cayman Islands. The project
required the demolition and replacement of an 8” pipeline
and fittings. The scope of work included cold cutting and
temporarily plugging the line to tie into existing pipelines.
Additionally, TT-FSS had to fabricate and replace steel
pipeline supports and perform miscellaneous work
throughout the terminal per our customer’s request.
This recurrent customer was pleased with the safety and
health culture demonstrated by the TT-FSS crew that
delivered the pipeline on schedule.
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WORK SMARTER, NOT HARDER

The TT-FSS team is always looking for opportunities
to increase efficiency in projects. Even better than just
increasing efficiency in a project is being able to re-purpose
a previously designed fixture for a new project, and that is
just what our team did in this case. This project had multiple

heavy weldments with 50 complete joint penetration (CJP)
welds and multiple partial pen and fillet welds. In order
to position the weldments in the optimal position for each
weld, our team utilized these simple but robust “teeter
totter” fixtures.

CONGRATULATIONS DALE ISON!
Winner of the 2021 AISC
Special Achievement Award.

is proud to have Dale Ison
as part of our team. We
congratulate Dale for this
outstanding achievement.

TT-FSS Executive Vice President of Advanced Technical
Services, Dale Ison, has been selected to receive the 2021
American Institute of Steel Construction (AISC) Special
Achievement Award. This award honors individuals with
multiple notable achievements in the structural steel design,
construction, and research communities. Dale is being
specifically honored for his involvement in making phased
array ultrasonic testing (PAUT) a useful technology for our
industry. This is a tremendous achievement, and TT-FSS

Meet Special
Achievement Award
Winner Dale Ison!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5WScLoOprC8

6

BUILDING STORAGE TANKS TO
MEET GROWING DEMAND
Precision Liquid Construction (PLC), a division of Precision
Tank and part of the Precision Build team, recently completed
a large-scale project in Aberdeen, Idaho. PLC handled the
liquid storage and distribution portion of this project creating
a facility designed to meet customer needs with greater
capacity and efficiency.
The new plant enables the customer to deliver products with
the highest level of accuracy in preparation for the condensed
growing experienced in Eastern Idaho. That translates into
more efficient utilization and money saved by growers.
PLC field erected two 600,000 gallon, four 250,000 gallon,
and six 50,000 gallon storage tanks as well as supplying six
10,500 gallon poly tanks, four 25,000 gallon mild steel tanks,
one 30,000 gallon fiberglass tank, and eight 6,250 gallon poly
shop built tanks as well as all the process piping.
The new plant replaces two nearby aging facilities and
enables them to satisfy the Eastern Idaho demand for efficient
delivery of products that meet the areas soil and crop specific
needs for decades to come.

TT-FSS RECEIVES THE RUSTY DEMEULES SAFETY AWARD!
TT-FSS has been awarded the Rusty Demeules Safety
Award by the Fabricators & Manufacturers Association
International (FMA). This is the highest safety award from
this organization and is a great testament to our team’s
continuous improvement safety culture.
TT-FSS’s safety program continues to evolve, but our
focus is always on the safety of our most valuable assets,
OUR EMPLOYEES. Our safety program is built on buyin from our team at all levels and to support this, we have
a robust training program, weekly shop and site safety
meetings, monthly senior level safety meetings, and a
safety committee that meets monthly and is comprised of
our hands-on team members.
Congratulations to all team members for this fantastic
achievement!
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TT-FSS TAMPA BAY

TT-FSS PORT FACILITY

Our port shop is located on 25 acres with access to a 35.5-foot draft
berth, in addition to trucking and railroad transportation options.
This facility has the capability to:

This shop specializes in such heavy structure fabrications as:
•
•
•
•
•

• Load and unload ships or barges of nearly unlimited dimensions
• House heavy and large fabricated steel materials, equipment
		 and structures
TT-FSS ADAMO FACILITY

This strategically located facility occupies 17 acres easily
accessible by truck and railroad and specializes in:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

ASME code vessels
API shop tanks
Knock-down tank material
Structural bridge plate girders
Tubs/boxes
Movable bridges
Components with maximum weight capacity of 200 tons

It houses plate rolling equipment and robotic welding
machines for fabricating large, heavy structural steel pieces.
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Multiple shop coal loader conveyors
Structural bridge towers
Tubs/boxes
Movable bridges and components
Large off-shore structuress.

TT-FSS TEAM TALK
Safety Awards

Congratulations To Our Safety Star Winners
CONGRATULATIONS AND THANK YOU,
JOHNNY BIDDLE

THE 3RD QUARTER SAFETY STAR AWARD
GOES TO AN ENTIRE FIELD CREW!

While overseeing the
welding on Job# 6684
monopiles, Johnny
recognized a hazard that
existed with the idler and
drive rollers in relation
to the monopile walking
on the rollers as it turned.
The placement of the
rollers would have allowed
the monopile to walk off of
one end causing the weldment to become off balance
and tip. Johnny stopped the operations, had the rollers
relocated further apart to better balance the weldment
and thus avoided the possibility of the whole structure
tipping off one end. This was a great example of an
employee being aware of the hazards and correcting
them before an incident occurred.

Congratulations And
Thank You Jeff Horn,
Steve Andersen, William
Reed, Joshua Litton,
Michael Roberts, and Tyler
Moseley.
While welding in an
area that had two jet fuel
tanks with connecting
pipes, a fuel leak started
on a 2” valve creating an
extremely dangerous
situation. The fire watch,
Tyler Moseley, notified
welders Michael Roberts
and Steve Andersen, who
immediately stopped work
and proceeded to evacuate.
The crew notified others
in the tank, shut down all
equipment, and moved
to the muster point. This
incident could have been
catastrophic, but the crew
averted a major issue
by following written
emergency protocols
and by discussing the
procedures prior to starting
work. Thanks to their
quick actions and strict
adherence to procedure, a
crisis was averted.

CONGRATULATIONS AND THANK YOU,
GARY RAJARAM (ADAMO)
While working in Bay-2
with an overhead crane,
Gary noticed something
looked loose on the
driveshaft. He immediately
brought this to the attention
of maintenance. Upon
further investigation, the
shaft was found to have four
loose bolts. Maintenance
corrected the issue and
work resumed. Gary’s
actions are a good example of the importance of being
aware and performing pre-use equipment inspections.
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TAMPA TANK - FLORIDA STRUCTURAL STEEL
G L O B A L FA B R I C AT I O N A N D E R E C T I O N

U N I T E D S TAT E S

Stephen Firman
59 Years

Calvin Reed
45 Years

David Hale
43 Years

Dale Ison
43 Years

Gary Scrivener
43 Years

Jack Eckerston
39 Years

Victor Farris
36 Years

Randy Allen
35 Years

Edward Glass
34 Years

Larry Merrill
30 Years

William McCullen
26 Years

John Niehaus
26 Years

Miguel Ontiveros
25 Years

Kevin Sigl
25 Years

Ken Hardy
24 Years

Jody Evans
23 Years

Salomon Falcon
21 Years

Monica Guirales
21 Years

Joey Allen
20 Years

John Biddle
20 Years

Joaquin Gonzalez
20 Years

Windell (Ben) Hyde
20 Years

Billy O’Kelly
20 Years

Jose Salazar
20 Years

Michael Coffman
17 Years
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TAMPA TANK - FLORIDA STRUCTURAL STEEL
G L O B A L FA B R I C AT I O N A N D E R E C T I O N

U N I T E D S TAT E S

Jose Rodriguez
17 Years

Michael Abdoney
16 Years

Louis Burgess
15 Years

Jose Cordero-Castro
15 Years

Robert Green
15 Years

Juan Puyo
15 Years

Oscar Rico
15 Years

Karl Brown
14 Years

Thomas Martin
14 Years

Gary Rajaram
14 Years

Steve Rials
14 Years

Josue Salazar
14 Years

Nichole Farris-McGee
13 Years

Ralph Hartig
13 Years

Juan Martinez
13 Years

Juan Martinez
13 Years

Samuel Morse
13 Years

Wayne Moseley
13 Years

Frederick Riccio
13 Years

Robert Hudson
12 Years

Karl Marschke
12 Years

John Michaud
12 Years

David Aldana
11 Years

Jason Bahamonde
11 Years

Christopher Mora
11 Years
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TAMPA TANK - FLORIDA STRUCTURAL STEEL
G L O B A L FA B R I C AT I O N A N D E R E C T I O N

U N I T E D S TAT E S

Robert Wininger
11 Years

David Hechinger
10 Years

Joel Hernandez
10 Years

Rob Barthelemy
9 Years

Dennis Del Llano
9 Years

Joseph Eutermark
9 Years

Tyrone Lee
9 Years

William Prescott
9 Years

Federico Rivas
9 Years

Randall Kelley
8 Years

Saladin Sharrieff
8 Years

Ken Barber
7 Years

Bruce Berray
7 Years

Juan Cerda
7 Years

Robert Grant
7 Years

Jeffery Horn
7 Years

Markus Magee
7 Years

Brianna McCall
7 Years

Adrian Rios
7 Years

Ed Adams
6 Years

Donna Andersen
6 Years

Steven Andersen
6 Years

James Derry
6 Years

Deborah Hayden
6 Years

Stephen Kirby
6 Years
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TAMPA TANK - FLORIDA STRUCTURAL STEEL
G L O B A L FA B R I C AT I O N A N D E R E C T I O N

U N I T E D S TAT E S

Robert Mann
6 Years

Bonnie Parker
6 Years

Michael Scott
6 Years

Gage Vaughan
6 Years

Abel Vigoa
6 Years

Craig Baker
5 Years

Ryan Benevento
5 Years

Bobby Helms
5 Years

Jerry Hinnant
5 Years

Richard Hoskins
5 Years

Tom Jasper
5 Years

Juan Lima
5 Years

Mauricio Rico, Jr.
5 Years

Rosendo Rico Paz
5 Years

Steve Szykulski
5 Years
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TAMPA TANK - FLORIDA STRUCTURAL STEEL

G L O B A L FA B R I C AT I O N A N D E R E C T I O N

I N T E R N AT I O N A L

Freddy Tobar
27 Years

Pedro Cohn
23 Years

Danilo Lopez
22 Years

Leonard Muthra
22 Years

Edona Tearr
21 Years

William Lopez
18 Years

Rosalba Torres
18 Years

Miguel Aponte
17 Years

Crisantos Asig
17 Years

Rafael Franco
17 Years

Jose Golindano
17 Years

Ronald Lopez
16 Years

Diomar Trevino
16 Years

Lester Blanco
15 Years

Anthony Russell
15 Years

Cecil Similen
15 Years

Andres Hernandez
14 Years

Alfrey Sandoval
14 Years

Milena Rosa Angulo
13 Years

Maurice Barr
13 Years

Teresa Canas
13 Years

Cristobal Garcia
13 Years

Santiago Otalora
13 Years

Roberto Valencia
13 Years
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Vinicio Pazos
22 Years

TAMPA TANK - FLORIDA STRUCTURAL STEEL

G L O B A L FA B R I C AT I O N A N D E R E C T I O N

I N T E R N AT I O N A L

David Brown
12 Years

Gonzalo Salazar Mata
12 Years

Lynden Roker
12 Years

Gerson Suarez
12 Years

Josue Turcios
12 Years

Kem Ambrister
11 Years

Budley Anderson
11 Years

Trevon Russel
11 Years

Trevor Sands
11 Years

Aura Marina Mijangos Quiñonez

Ray Murphy
10 Years

Wilson Rey
10 Years

Calvin Rolle
10 Years

Claudia Sagastume
10 Years

Travis Thompson
10 Years

Kerllia de Esturaín
9 Years

Ivan Russell
9 Years

Tristan Smith
9 Years

Virgilio Forbes
8 Years

Jhonny Hoyte
8 Years

Darwin Humberto Sánchez

8 Years
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Juan Torbay
8 Years

11 Years
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SUBSCRIBE TO
SPARKS & REMARKS

TT-FSS Increases Visibility
and Markets at Industry Events
NISTM - National Institute For Storage Tank Management
Booth No. 313 • December 1 – 2, 2021 • The Woodlands Waterway Marriott • The Woodlands, TX

FTBA - Florida Transportation and Builders Association
Booth No. TBD • January 20 – 21, 2022 • Hyatt Regency Orlando, Orlando, FL
To receive a print or digital version of
our quarterly newsletter, visit
https://tti-fss.com/category/newsletters/
and add your name to our distribution
list on our Contact page.

NISTM - National Institute For Storage Tank Management
Booth No. TBD • April 12 - 14, 2022 • Rosen Shingle Creek Hotel • Orlando, FL

ILTA - International Liquids Terminals Association
Booth No. TBD • June 13 – 15, 2022 • George R. Brown Center, Houston, TX

SPARKS & REMARKS NEWSLETTER DISCLAIMER
Sparks & Remarks is an employee written newsletter for TT-FSS and affiliate company employees, clients, and for anyone with a general interest in the public works of TT-FSS and Precision Build Solutions, LLC. The information contained in this newsletter is not intended to advise, advocate, endorse, champion or promote any specific safety or construction related action on the part of the reader. The
purpose of this newsletter is to help build pride of accomplishment, a sense of team, and an esprit de corps among our employees, our
partners and our clients. In reading this newsletter you agree to enjoy it for entertainment and enlightenment only and expect nothing
tangible or intangible as a result and will take no specific actions based solely on the information it contains.
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