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Steel Pedestrian Bridge Offers Safer Crossing

By Nikki Farris - McGhee
Pinellas County, Florida officials closed two pedestrian
bridges located at Alternate U.S. Highway 19 and Orange
Street in Dunedin a year ago. TTI-FSS was selected to
fabricate two replacement bridges. The new steel bridges
are massive structures finishing out at 145 feet and 71 feet
long weighing a combined total of 75 tons. Shockingly, each
bridge will be delivered in one piece with all splices, floor
deck, a handrail, and chain-link fabric installed. In an effort to
increase the longevity of these new structures, all individual
parts were pre-galvanized and coated with a Duplex System.
The removal of the old bridges and placing of the new ones
is scheduled to take place this fall, assuring a safer street
crossing for citizens on the Pinellas Trail.
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LETTER FROM THE CEO
Serious infractions such as speeding/careless driving, or a
missed tie-down during pre-drive inspection, are typically
due to a simple lack of attention and effort. I urge every
one to uphold our pledge to keep safety top-of-mind.
Remember, the “people” part of our motto applies to each
TTI-FSS employee and every other individual on the road.
On a positive note, I’m pleased to recognize the outstanding
achievements in all other areas of our safety efforts. In my
recent travels, I personally witnessed exemplary safety
measures by our people and operations in the field. Some
of our impressive accolades include recognition of our
Panama team with an “Honorable Mention” in Safety,
our Bahamas and St. Eustatius teams honored as “Best
in Class”, St. Croix and our many other Caribbean Island
locations achieving “No Incident” status, and the Tampa
shops going on “Zero Incidents” for the past 5 months
straight. I am proud of these distinctions. They reflect a job
well done by all.

Safety is about the People

Safety also matters because our focused efforts are noticed
by others—even the President of the United States. On a
recent visit to Tampa, President Trump called out Tampa
Tank as an exemplary company. TTI-FSS is involved
with initiatives to train students and workers with
apprenticeships and on-the-job training. Our name was
mentioned along with other corporate heavy hitters such
as Honeywell, KPMG, Eastern Ship Building and more. We
have a good reputation because we truly make a difference
in our workplace, and we know that “Safety is about the
People”. Everyone at TTI-FSS can feel proud of that.

The TTI-FSS safety motto is “Safety is about the People”,
and I trust our teams are always guided by that mantra.
Although we’re driven and evaluated by data, we must
make safety our priority. The “numbers” will ultimately
even out, but accidents can’t become a part of that equation.
Unfortunately, I need to report a disturbing increase in
vehicle/transportation incidents over the past 12 months.
Two of these incidents—one onsite and one offsite—involved
serious injuries. There was also a transportation tie-down
issue at an offsite location. Due to this alarming trend, I
feel strongly we must make a more serious commitment
to transportation safety. We are out in the public where,
potentially, careless actions could cause harm to others.

SUBSCRIBE TO
SPARKS & REMARKS

Work Smart and Stay Safe.
David Hale
President/CEO TTI-FSS

TTI-FSS Increases Visibility
and Markets at Industry Events
National Institute for Storage Tank Management

September 12 – 13, 2018 • Moody Gardens Hotel, Galveston, TX
American Petroleum Institute (API) Tanks - Booth No. 33
To receive your print or electronic copy of
our quarterly newsletter, go to www.tti-fss.com
and add your name to our distribution
list on our Contact page.

October 15 – 18, 2018 • Hyatt Regency, Austin, TX

Heavy Movable Structures (HMS) - Booth No. 101

October 23 – 25, 2018 • Renaissance at SeaWorld, Orlando, FL
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TTI-FSS=WORKING HARDER
TO WORK SMARTER
AUTOMATIC ARC GOUGING
have 3/4” of material to arc gouge through on 28
joints, between the two tanks. To do that while
leaving an appropriate weld joint profile that will
work well for the tandem SAW welding is no small
feat. We could bet on every bit of two full work days
to gouge and prep each joint to be ready for the
welding. With Steve Kirby operating our automatic
gouger, running a 5/8” arc gouge rod at over 1,000
amps, we were able to gouge each seam in an hour
to an hour and a half with no prep required aside
from a little grinder work at the start of the gouge
and running a wire wheel through it. Aside from
the huge cut in time and cost, we were able to leave
a weld friendly U shaped groove that would have
been close to impossible to leave by hand gouging,
while staying in front of the manipulator operators
enough that they never had to stop to wait on the
gouge work. It was a huge win for the process and
will definitely be something we will be incorporating
more in the future.
by Jason Chattin
In the competitive world of fabrication, being able to
produce a quality product at the lowest possible cost
is the way to success. When it pertains to welding,
automation is the key to producing quality welds
efficiently and consistently. When we talk about
welding automation, we often think about welding
machines like our company’s tandem manipulators
or girder gantry welders. But there are other parts of
the welding process that automation can be effective
on. Recently, we built two 90,000 gallon LPG bullet
tanks for one of our current clients where we were
able to put our automatic arc gouging unit to use
and we couldn’t have been happier with the results.
For the thirteen 1” thick shell rings at an 11 foot
diameter, we decided to use a small inside bevel to
keep majority of outside where our high deposition,
tandem submerged arc manipulators could make
quick work of the joint. To do it this way, we would

Jason Chattin recently attended a week-long certification training in Ohio by
Lincoln Electric sponsored by the American Welding Society.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS
Demolish and Rebuild

storing up to 76,700 Bbls of product, were constructed on site.
Since the Caribbean is exposed to different climate variations,
TTI-FSS, based on more than 40 years’ experience, designed
the tanks to sustain winds over 120 mph and for a seismic site
Class D.

By Dexter Ramial
A project in a Caribbean Island from one of TTI-FSS’s
established customers required the demolition and replacement
of two fuel storage tanks in one of their tank farms.

Our customer is pleased with TTI-FSS for delivering on-time,
on-budget and in a safe manner the two tanks confirming the
quality and expertise that has been shown in every other project
that has been done for them.

Mezzanine Fire Protection
System for Large Customer in
St. Eustatius
By Jose Rodriguez
As part of ongoing operations and the compliance of local
requirements on the former Dutch Island of St. Eustatius,
a large independent liquids and pipeline operator designed
a standalone foam and sprinkler firefighting system to
address the safe-guarding of gasoline and fuel oil storage of
approximately 1.1 MM Bbls. Through TTI-FSS’s subsidiary
on the island General Engineering Corporation (GEC NV)
we were tasked with the final design drawings, procurement
of materials and erection of the system. TTI-FSS and GEC
NV were successful by taking a basic engineering design and

These photos display the complexity of the area
where the tanks are built.
The first area of concern was the demolition of the tanks which
were surrounded by six other tanks, most in operation. The
customer felt secure there would be no incidents and the work
would be done in the expected and agreed timeframe because
TTI-FSS has performed this type of work on other occasions
with demonstrated experience. Meeting our customer’s budget
was also challenging based on the location of the tanks. But
TTI-FSS met their expectations without any incidents or
delays.
Once both tanks were demolished, two new tanks with identical
size diameters of 91’ 10” each, a height of 65’ 7.5” capable of

4

developing a functional fire protection system. Since the start
of the project in June 2015, approximately 105,000 man-hours
work has been accomplished with zero recordable incidents.
Concluding a recent fire system live test and audit, TTI -FSS
received positive recognition from our corporate customer, as
well as from Dutch Ministry Inspectors for a job well-done. This
is a testament to the professionalism, focus and dedication of
our workers. Our level of craftmanship is why TTI-FSS retains
an abundance of repeat business.

Specialty Crude Project
in St. Lucia
By Ricardo De Pedro
TTI-FSS developed a project called the Specialty Crude Project,
at Buckeye St. Lucia that consisted of the installation of two
pipelines. One was for liquefied petroleum gas and a second
one was for LPG vapor return. Our crew from TTI St. Lucia.
Ltd. installed approximately 8,000 feet of pipes ranging from 2
inches to 20 inches including the necessary pipe supports, pipe
shoes, valves and fittings.
The pipelines run from a new safety skid platform at the dock
area to a new 30,000 gallon storage tank and a new VCU area.
The safety skid platform was also installed with the help of
one 100-Ton crane. The TTI St. Lucia Ltd. crew provided their
expertise to help install two VCU skids, two Stacks, one Blower
skid and one Liquid Knockout in the VCU area. The fabrication
of the platform, pipe supports and pipe shoes was done at
TTI-FSS’s Port Facility and shipped to the jobsite.

Roberto Rivas

has been named Safety Manager
at TTI-FSS operations in Panama. Educated at the National
University of Honduras as a Civil
Engineer, he has led construction
operations for many multi-national
companies in various South
American countries. He specializes
in project management, Budget and
Personnel operations, and safety
management.
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TANK OVERHAUL ACCOMPLISHED
IN DORAVILLE, GEORGIA, USA

By Chris Moore
TTI-FSS recently completed a tank overhaul in Doraville,
Georgia for an established client. The scope of work entailed
lifting the tank itself in order to install a new foundation. Once
the bottom was replaced, our crew modified all the nozzles and
piping to match the new elevation. That detail included a new
manway as well as an 8-inch and a 10-inch nozzle. The next
construction portion was installing the perimeter handrails.
The final step was to perform a Hydrostatic Test to assure its
structural integrity. TTI-FSS accomplished this project on time,
within budget and our customer was pleased with the result
because repairing an existing tank provides cost saving and
efficiency. This project demonstrates our capabilities in the field
to repair existing tanks as well as installing new ones.

In an effort to expand the breadth of our industry affiliations, TTI-FSS has joined the Fabricators & Manufacturers Association,
International (FMA) allowing our company to capitalize on news, networking and education opportunities in the metal
processing, forming and fabricating trade.

TTI-FSS Aces the AISC Audit
On August 7th and 8th the company had its annual American Institute of Steel
Construction (AISC) audit. We passed with no corrective action reports, which is a testament to
our quality management system and the hard work of the people who follow it. TTI-FSS
has been a member of the AISC for more than 25 years and we have always met their high
standards. These audits are made easier by experienced staff that incorporate the quality
management system into day-to-day operations and uphold it fully. We thank everyone for their
support and dedication to quality.
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TTI-FSS TEAM TALK
TTI-FSS SAFETY RECORD RECOGNIZED BY VOPAK
PANAMA ATLANTIC INC.
TTI-FSS client Vopak Panama Atlantic Inc. invited our local crew to receive a special commendation celebrating
100,000 man hours without a recordable incident. Led by a TTI-FSS team of professionals the crew continues
to make safety a priority as they complete their daily work assignments. As Calvin Reed, TTI-FSS VP of Field
Operations noted, this award is for an outstanding tank crew. At the time of the award, 500,000 man hours were
accumulated by all the contractors working on this project without a recordable accident.

Left to right:Contractor, Johana Lay (Vopak), Wim Viveen (Vopak), Danilo López (TTI-FSS)
and Leonardo Hoyos (Vopak).

“In recognition to the effort and work
performed since the beginning of this
marvelous project.”

Additionally, three special recognitions were given by Jef Jansenn, Vopak’s Project Engineer, to the following
TTI-FSS employees for going above and beyond regarding safety attentiveness on site: Ricardo Delgado,
Emergency Rescue; Ricardo Buitrago, Electrician; Nestor Ceballos, Man Lift Operator.

Ricardo Buitrago

Nestor Ceballos

Ricardo Delgado

TTI-FSS TEAM TALK
RENIER MARTINEZ

OTHER RECOGNITIONS

Renier Martinez works at
General Engineering Corp.
(GEC NV) operations in
Statia. He earned his 30-hour
OSHA outreach construction
certification training online to
enhance his knowledge of safety
procedures and regulations.

• QC tech, Thomas Jasper has successfully completed
and passed MT levels I and II.
• Robert Hudson has successfully completed and passed
level I UT.
• Tom Panks has successfully completed and passed RT
levels I and II.

BOARD OF ADVISORS
TTI-FSS is pleased to announce the addition of these esteemed professionals to our Board of Advisors along
with Gordon Gillette who joined the Board this summer.
Mike Macaluso
Mr. Macaluso’s career spans 42 years in the finance industry. He held leadership
positions at GTE Corporation, New York Yankees, and recently retired from
his position as Chief Financial Officer of the Port Tampa Bay. He received an
undergraduate degree in Accounting from University of South Florida and an MBA
from the University of Tampa.
Dale C. Rossman
Mr. Rossman started and operates DCR Fabrication in Lakeland, Florida. Since
1983, he has headed several of his own successful companies. As a 7th generation
Floridian, he is very involved in many business and civic organizations. With
extensive experience in mechanical and general contracting, he has been a respected
industry leader for more than 40 years.
Alfred Schiff
TTI-FSS expresses condolences to the family of our Board of Advisors member Alfred “Al” Schiff who recently
passed away. Mr. Schiff was a learned, respected executive engineer and was considered a pioneer of the industrial
controls industry.
TTI-FSS offers global, fast track, on time, quality fabrication and erection. TTI-FSS works in all types of
locations in the U.S. and overseas and provides products by water barges, rail, truck, and more with the
priority of “safety first” in all operations.
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